Characterization of in vivo-activated T cell clones from peripheral blood of multiple sclerosis patients.
In vivo-activated interleukin-2 responsive T cell clones were generated from peripheral blood (PBL) of multiple sclerosis patients (MS) and normal subjects (N) by limiting dilution analysis. The frequency with which interleukin-2 responsive cells were cloned from PBL was higher in MS than N. CD8 was the predominant phenotype expressed by both MS (85%) and N (89%) clones. Seven clones from four MS patients but none from five N subjects specifically proliferated against myelin basic protein. These studies demonstrate the existence of MBP-reactive T cells in PBL of MS patients.